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344. The increase in the number of registered letters in 1885 was much smaller
than usual, being only 60,000 over 1884, as against 350,000 in 1884 over 1883,
while the average annual increase since 1868 has been 130,850. At the same time,
the number of letters that miscarried, and that were sest to the Dead Letter Office,
was exceptionally large.

346. Of the 229 registered letters that failed to reach their destination, 56 were
accidentally burnt in steamboat and railway trains, 37 were stolen from post offices
by burglars, and 132 were stolen from mails in traosit.

346. The large number of registered letters sent to the Dead Letter Office was
caused by the number of registered letters coming to Canada for foreigners
employed in the construction of the Canadiau Pacific Railway through the unset-
tled region north of Lake Superior. Many of these letters, owing to vague and
incorrect addresses, failed in delivery, and were in consequence returned through-
the Dead Letter Office to the office of origin.*

347. In 1879 the number of registered letters sent to the Dead Lotter Office
was 0°49 per cent. ; in 1884 it had fallen to 043, though a million more letters were
registered. The exceptional circumstances above mentioned raised the percentage
in the past year to 0-53.

348. The system of free delivery of letters by carriers began in 1875 ; and with
this system began more perfect delivery of letters to the parties to whom addressed.
LE1TERS, Post Cards, Circulars, Books, Parcels, &c., received a;the Dead Letter

Office, during the Years 1868 to 1885.
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*Postmaster General’s Report, 1885.



